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CONFIDENTIAL VIENTIANE 0545 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR OVIP OREP SOPN LA US 

SUBJECT: PRESIDENTIAL COMMISSION VISIT: PROGRESS ON ARRANGEMENTS 

REF 13 AF/OC CLARK AFB 1603 10Z MAR 77 

1 . WE TOLD LAO FOREIGN MINISTRY OFFICIALS MARCH 17 
THAT COMMISSION NOW PLANNING TO DEPART VIENTIANE AT 
NOON MARCH 20, IN ACCORDANCE REFTEL. 

2. MINISTRY OFFICIALS NOTED THIS BUT VOLUNTEERED THAT 
IF THERE WERE NEED TO EXTEND DISCUSSIONS, INCLUDING 
POSSIBLY TO MARCH 21, THEY WOULD BE WILLING DO SO. 

3. THEY ALSO SPECIFICALLY MENTIONED POSSIBILITY OF 
MEETING WITH PRESIDENT SOUPHANOUVONG AND/OR DEPUTY PRI 
MIN AND FOREIGN MINISTER PHOUNE SIPRASEUTH. SUCH 
MEETING MAY WELL BE ARRANGED FOR MORNING MARCH 20. LAO 
SEEMED AWARE OF LEVEL AT WHICH VIETNAMESE RECEIVING 
COMMISSION. 

4. LAO PLAN MEETING MARCH 18 TO REACH FINAL 
DECISIONS ON ARRANGEMENTS. WE WILL BE IN TOUCH WITH 
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THEM AS SOON AS POSSIBLE AFTER THIS AND CABLE DEPARTMENT. 
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